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CIRCULAR LETTER. 
From the Vermont Christian Conference. 


THE Chriftian Conference, in 
the State of Vermont, fendeth 
greeting to the Churches in thefe 
regions, and to all the faithful in 
Chrift Jefus, wifhing grace, mer- 
cy and peace. Beloved Brethren, 

Ir has long been a fource of 
deep regret to those who love 
God in sincerity, that Christians 
are no more united in their exer- 
tions to fpread the news of sal- 
vation, and build the houfe of the 
Lord. 

Various are the evils which 
tend to scatter the sheep and 
lambs of Chrift, and to make 
{chifms in the church of God, to 
the grief of thoie who are pray- 
ing, like their Mafter, that they 
all may be one even as he and his 
yather are one. 

Among the many evils exifting, 
perhaps none are attended with 
more hurtful confequences, 
than the practice of denying the 
power of godliness, through un- 
dueconfidencein modes andforms 
and of intruding into things not 
underftood, voluntary humility 
and zeal not according to knowl- 
edge. Thefe oppofite extremes 
are gontrary to the truth, and 
equally injurious to their vota- 
ries. Hence thofe who are en- 
gaged in them, are conftantly at 


war with each other. While one 
fubftitutes forms and ceremonies 
for religion, and refifts the influ. 


ence of the fpirit, the other acts 


by frames and feelings, disregard. 
ing the commandments and or- 
dinances of the Lord. A grand 
miftake into which many have 
fallen, ts, that religion confifts 
more in opinions, o1 feelings, than 
in obligation to serve God, and 
do good to men. — 

Hence many have turned away 
from the fimplicity of the gofpel, 
and inftead of worfhipping God 
in fpirit and in truth, have wor- 
fhipped theirown /enets or exercifes ; 
and have, inftead of doing good 
to men, condemned, or neglected 
others as heretics, who could not 
conform to their notions. 

In order to avoid thefe evils, 
the Chriftian fhould deny himfelf 
of every thing that tends to leffen 
his fenfe of obligation to obey 
God, and benefit mankind, and 
carefully attend to all the means, 
whereby he may grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. He who has 
prepared falvation before the face 
of all people, has gracioufly giv- 
en us, in Chrift Jefus, every 
means whereby we may obtain 
and enjoy falvation. He has giv- 
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en the Holy Spirit to reprove, 
comfort and feal us, to the day 
of redemtion ; the holy {criptures, 
to proht us, for doct.ine, reproof, 

correction, and iheeution in 
righteoufnefs ; and has fet differ- 
ent gifts im the church, who are 
endowed with a manife(tation of 
the fpirit to profit withal. 

Where thefe means are attend- 
ed to, grace will abound and 
knowledge increafe. But where 
they are neglected, darknefs pre- 
vails, and fin will reign. An at- 
tention to thofe means are fo ne- 
ceffary, that no individual, 
church, can travel, and pro!per 
without them. 

We are commanded fo to fpeak, 
and do as they that fhall be judg- 
ed by the law of liberty. James 
ul. 12. This law is pers fect. James 

25, and is called the law of the 
firit of life in Chrifi Jefus. Roin. 
vil. 2, Wherefore it is net write 
ten, like the miniftration of death, 
on tables of fione ynorlikethe law 
of command ments,on parchments 
with pen and ink; but on the fiethly 

tables of the hear t,with the! fpiritof 
hellivini God. 2 Cor. iit.3. Asthis 
lawiswritien with Hiebirit of God 
itmay de underitood by the word 
of his grace, which is the man 
of our counfel. This is reveal- 
ed by the apoftles and prophets, 
in the holy fcriptures, and by all 
others, who fpeak according to 
the law and teftimony of God, 
being moved by the Holy Ghott. 
Wherefore it 1s neceffary to at- 
tend to the fpirit and word of 
God ; that we may be hearers of 
he word, and doers of the work 
herein enjoi ined ; endeavouring 

keep the unity ‘of the fpirit, mn 
the bond of peace; till we ail 
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come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the know ledge of the hy 
of God; unto 2 perfect man, un. 
to the meafure, of the { ftature, of 
the fulnefs of Chrift. 

That we may attain to this or. 
der and harmony, we find it ex. 
vedient that the different gifts, 
efpecially thofe which are given 
for the work of the minittry, be 
acknowledged and improved, ac. 
cording to ‘their ability and faith, 
in the office for which they are 
qualified by the head of the 
church, and to which they are 

illed by the Holy Ghoft. Se. 
rious evils have already arifen, 
for want of proper attention to 
this fubject. While fome have 
been kept back from adminifter- 
ing in any ofhce, becaufe they 
were not qualified to officiate in 
all the work of the miniftry, oth. 
ershave been appointed to off. 
ciate ina work which they were 
not capable of performing. 

We underitand that there are 
four offices in the church to be 
filled by active, officiating gilts, 
viz. that of Teachers, Evangeliit : 
Bithops, [or elders, to rule] and 
Deacons. 

We are agreed d that it is the 
work ota Teacher, to preach the 
word, plant ¢ churches, ordain el- 
ders, baptize, break bread, and 
take the general overfight and 
care of all the churches 

In Eph. iv. 11. Te: achers are 
mentioned among the gifts which 
are given for the work of the 
minittry. In 1 Cor, xu. 25, we 
are informed God hath fet them 
in the church next to Apoltles 
and | Prophets; andin Acts xi. 1, 
2, the Tea .chers are fpoken of as 
minitering in this order at An 
tioch. 
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church, and to fee that ail iabe 


¥ O. = . 


The work of an Evangelift is 
to preach the word, baptize, break 
bread, and take care of thechurch- 
es, wherever God may val] him 
to labour. LEvangelilts are alfo 
mentioned in Eph. tw. 11, ameng 


the gifts defigned for the work ot’ 


the miniftry. It appears, 2 ‘Tim. 
iv. 5, that there is a particular 
work pertaining to that office: 
and in the account givenin Acts 
vit. 5, 12, 35, 38, of the admin- 
istration of Philipthe evangelilt, 
we learn what it Is. 

The work of a Bifhiop ts to take 
the overfight of the church, to 
which he belongs, to fee that or- 
der and fellowfhip are mainiain- 
ed, appoint meetings for the 

urs 
are properly conducted and de- 
cided. 

We uuderftand in 1 Tim. vy. 
17, that there were Elders who 
tuled in the church, who did not 
labour in word and doctrine. By 
comparing the 5th verfe with the 
7th, in the firft chapter of ‘Titus, 
we And that Elders and Bifhops 
are the fame. A Bifhop is one 
who takes care of the church of 
God. 1 Tim. iii. 5. Tlence this 
title is applicable to others, ina 
much as they take care of the 
church ; but in particular to thofe 
who fill this office, becauie it is 
exprellive of the only work to 
Which they are appointed. 

The work of a Deacon isto 
take care of the miniftry of the 
church to which he belongs, in 
temporal things, to know the 
needs of those preachers who la- 
Dour among them, and the 
Wants of the poor ; and to attend 
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to them, with every other naceffa- 
ry expenie in the church. 
In Acts vi. 5, we read of fev. 


en who were chofen, and fet be- 


fore the apottles to be appointed 
over the bufine/s of the miniftra- 
tion. While we confider the 


term Deacon, and compare the 
qualifications required of thofe 


feven, with thofe required of 
Deacons in 1 Tim. i. 8, 9, 10, 
it appears evident that they were 
Deacons. 

We admit that a Bifnop may 
ofaciate as a Deacon; and an 
Evaugelilt as a Bifhop or Dea- 
con; and aifo a Teacher as an 
Evangelift, Bifhop or Deacon; 
even as Pau, who was an Apos- 
tle, officiated ta the work of ev- 
ery other office in the church. 
But we can find no account that 
any church was left to the care of 
Deacons to rule in the {pital 
concerns of the church, or that 
thofe elders who did not labour 
in word had the overfight of any 
church bat thofe to which they 
belonged, nor that Evangelitts 
planted churches or ordained el- 
ders. When Philip had preach- 
ed Chrifttin Samaria and baptiz- 
ed those who had believed, Peter 
and John were fent by the Apof 
tlesto afiit him. When Paul 
and Barnabas went through the 
churches, they ordained Elders 
inevery church; and for this 
cause ‘Tiius was left in Crete, that 
he mighc tet in order the things 
that were wanting, anc ordain 
elders in every chy — Lt does not 
appear probabie that there were 
preachers in every church or city ; 
but thatthofe Elders were Bith- 
ops and Deacons, fuch the Apoi- 
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tle addreffled in the church 
Philipi, Phil. i. 1. 

The propriety of this diftinc- 
*1on in the offices, filled by the 
elders who rule in the church, is 
not only reafoned from plain 
{cripture, but our own experience 
and obfervation datly urge the 
neceflity of it. Among thofe who 
are called of God to preach the 
gofpel, we find fome qualified 
with gifts and experience fuita- 
ble to ordain elders, and fet in or- 
der the things that are wanting 
in the churches, while others who 
are equally ufeful in the vineyard 
of the Lord, appear to be bur- 
dened with a weight which be- 
longs not to them, whenever 
they undertake to attend to this 
part of the work of the miniftry. 
Again, among thofe who are not 
called to labour in word and doc. 
trine, {ome are found who feel a 
particular care for the church, 
and are capable of ruling better 

han fome who are called to 
preach ; while fome others have 
il peculiar care for the temporal 
concerns of the church, and pot: 
felling good economy, are well 
qualified to take charge of this 
part of the miniftry. It has long 
been a fubject of inquiry in the 
minds of fome, why thefe differ- 
ent gifts fhould be fet in the 
church, and why their minds 
fhould beexercifed and led in fuch 
a {pecial manner concerning the 
different parts of the work of the 
miniltry, if thofe gifts were not 
to be difcriminated and acknow- 
ledged in their refpective call- 
ings. And having from time to 
time conferred on the fubject, we 
find a uniform underftanding a- 
mong us and are unanimoufly a- 


ac 
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greed in acknowledging them in 
this order, believing that their 
offices were fanctioned by the A. 
poftles in the primitive churches 
of the faints. Again, in order 
that each office may be filled, and 
every gift improved in its proper 
place, we find it expedient that a 
confolidated union take place in 
the miniftry, that the elders may 
hold up each others hands in the 
arduous work enjoined on them 
by the Lord of the harveft ; and 
feed the flock of God, taking the 
overfight thereof, not by con. 
ftraint, but willingly, not for fil. 
thy Jucre, but of a ready mind, 
neither as being lords over God's 
heritage, but as enfamples to the 
flock. For this caufe the Elders 
in this Stat. have mutually a. 
greed to meet in conference an. 
nually, for the purpofe of attend- 
ing to the following things, viz.-. 
lft. To obtain information con- 
cerning the {tate of all the elders 
and churches. 2d. To fet in 
order things wanting in the mm- 
iftry, and 3d. To provide for the 
adminiftration of the word ard 
ordinances to all the churches, by 
fending chofen men as wildom 
may direct. 

We are aware that prejudice 
has taken deep root in the minds 
of fome, againft conferences of 
this kind, but we have the exam- 
ple of the Apoftles and of the 
Elders of the churches in Jerula- 
lem, Antioch, Ephefus and other 
places. Not only fo, but we 
think the propriety of this prac- 
tice mutt be feen by all who un- 
derftand the relation which exilts 
between thofe who rule in the 
church of God-; for, as they are 
dependent on each other for ordi- 
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nition, fo they are under obliga- 
‘ion to take care of each other in 
things pertaining to their admin- 
itration. Hence a fecondary re- 
lation exits between them, which 
does not exift among thofe who 
are not called to a publi¢ work. 
Therefore it 1s expedient that 
they fhould affociate together, 
that they may govern themfelves 
in juch a manner, that the minil- 
try benot blamed. Bur while we 
feel it our duty to thus unite in 
conference to govern ourfelves in 
things pertaining to our admini- 
tration, we difclaim any right to 
interfere with the government of 
the churches, acknowledging 
that a number of faints in Chrift, 
united, having proper gifts 
appointed to the offices of Bith- 
ops and Deacons, are a church in 
order, and ought to govern 
themfelves in all things pertain- 
ing to their members according 
to the gofpel. Yet notwithitand- 
ing we claim no right to control 
the churches in the government 
of their members, we confider 
ourfelves under obligation to 
teach them all things commanded 
in the gofpel according to our a- 
bility, by the improvement of 
everv gift in the church. There- 
tore we not only believe it necef- 
fary for thofe who are called to 
preach, to confer together on fub- 
ects interefling to the churches, 
but to labour in conneétion, in 
fuch a manner, that each church 
may be benefited by the work of 
every one called to labour in 
word and doétrine. 

It is difficult to attain to this 
arrangement, while fo many 
preachers are entangled with the 
affairs of this life. But it bas 
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long been defired by many, and 
would preachers devote all their 
time to labouring in the vineyard 
of the Lord, and thofe who are 
taught in the word, communi- 
cate to them who teach in all 
good things, we might enjoy this 
privilege, and foon iee Zion arife 
and fhine in the perfection of 
beauty. 

Believing that any advance to- 
ward this order in the miniltry 
would be beneficial to the church- 
es, anumber of preachers have, 
by the mutual confent of this con- 
ference, agreed to travel and la- 
bour in connection, and to fhare 
equally in the libernulity of the 
churches according to their cir- 
cumftances. Wherefore we have 
agreed that thofe churches which 
may requeft their adminiftration 
and care, be divided into diftricts, 
and that in each diftri&, the el- 
ders who fill the offices of teach- 
ers, evangelifts, bilhops and dea- 
cons, compofe a diftrict-confer- 
ence, to meet once in 3 months, 
to at.end to the following things, 
viz. lft. To obtain information 
concerning the elders, & churches 
belonging thereto. 2d. To fet 
in order things wanting among 
them ; and, 3d, to arrange their 
l:bours as wifdom may direct. It 
is alfo expected that at thefe con- 
ferences the elders will agree on 
the provifions neceflary to be 
made from time to time, for the 
fupport of thote who labour in 
word and dottrine, adjuft the acs 
counts of the liberality and dona- 
tions received by them, and tran- 
{mit their accounts with what 
may be collected by contribu. 
tions to the ftate conierence, for 
the purpofe of attaining to equal 
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ity among the preachers who la- 
hour in different dittridts, We 
have reafon to fear that in confe- 
quence of neglecting thefe regua- 
ha! ions, many preach ers W vho 
mrt have thowed themfelves 

workmen approved unto God, 
have been detained from labour- 
ing in the vineyard. while a fa- 
mine of the word has eniued,and 
many churches have been {cat- 
tered for want of heib from the 
minitry. O! may God help 
his fervants to arife, and { ! 
forth upon the walls of Zion, and 
ery dav and night tui her waite 
places be buut, hercoras arenes 
ened, and her borders enlarged ; 
unal fhe be made a praife ia 2ll 
the earth. But that this may be 
the cafe, thofe who feel intereited 
in the welfare of Zion mutt affilt, 


ITC 


by ther united exertions, in hold- 
ing up the hands of thofe who 
preach the word. ior of the e. 


vils of which we comp/!en, an 

under which the church ¢roans 
in adverfity, that, of the want of 
a proper admini{tration on the 
part of churches for the relief and 
fupport of their preachers, is 
doubuefs among the molt fe. 
rious, as being fruitful ot many 
hurtful confequences. ‘To this 
tubject then, dear brethren, fuffer 
us to invite your particular atten- 
tion. We are aware, that in con- 
fequence of the various and op- 
preflive {chemes which have been 
put in operation, under the pre. 
tence of fupporting the gofpel 
miniltry, and in confequence of 
the very injudicious manner in 
which the fubject has beentreated, 
the minds of many have become 
prejudiced, anda to avoid one ex- 
treme, they have inadvertently 
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fallen into another, not perhaps 
lefs hurttul—prote@ed by law 
from clerical extortion, they have 
neglected fome bos the plaineft 
precepts of the New Tetftament, 
in withholding f: om the labourer 
in the vineyard his hire, or wa. 
ges, and from the workman his 
meat. We are told, that to the 
primitive minifters of Chriit, it 
was faid, Freely ye have receiy. 
ed, freely give—and that from 
this confideration, in conneétion 
with the benevolent principles 
that mult influence a minitter of 
the New ‘Yeitament, the Apoftle 
Paul acknowledged himfelf a deb. 
tor, both to the Jew and Greek~ 
that he gloried in the practice of 
making the ; gotpel of Chrift with- 
out charge, nal that in reference 
to this fubjea, he puts himfelf in 
contrait with thofe minifters who 
were preaching another gofpel, 
teaching things which they ought 
not for filthy lucre’s fake, and 
thoie who with feigned nr 
were making merchandize of th 

fouls of men, while it was the lot 
of himielf and the other Apoitles 
frequently to experience cold and 
hunger, and to be in want, not 
only of the comforts, but alfo the 
neceffaries of life. Thefe, and 
fimilar confiderations that have 
been gleaned from detached rai- 
fages in the hiftery of the firlt 
minilters, have been thought con- 
clufive evidence that preachers 
fhould maintain themfelves and 
families, or be left with their fa- 
milies to vaerge a lack of food and 
raiment, and the comforts of lite 
generally. And fuch has been 

the fa&t in many inftances, that 
the fervants of the Lord have 
been reduced to the moft painful 








































neceflities. Confcious of the aw- 
ful charge to preach the word, 
and feeling woe is me if I preach 
not the gofpel, on the one hand ; 
aud on the other, thst he who 
provideth not for his own, cfpe- 
cially, they of his own houte- 
hold, is worfe than an infidel, he 
is ina firait between iwo. His 
willing fou would devote what 
litle fub{tance he may have in fa- 
crifice to God, influenced by 
{trong detire for the falvation of 
his fellow men, and with this, 
together with fome little contri- 
butions he may cccafionally re- 
ceive from individuals, he con. 
trives to worry along for a fea- 
fon, until driven in the end, by 
the impoverifhed and wretched 
condition of his family, to turn 
afide (like the neglected prieft 
under the law) to the labours of 
the field ; or to fome other em- 
ployment, by which his wants 
may be relieved. But however 
ditreffing thefe and other confe- 
quences may be, accruing to in- 
dividuals who are called of God 
to preach the everlaiting gofpel, 
tit be right, they ought to be 
fubmitted to with cheerfulnefs, 
and endured without murmurs 
ing. And if the evils refulting 
irom this want of order were 
confined to the preachers, it 
would be lefs to be lamented ; 
but with their failure, the admin. 
itration of the word and ordi- 
nances of the gofpel ceafe ; and 
Without thefe, it feems to us n 
church can travel and profper, 
and thofe alfo that are without 
may perifh for lack of vifion ; for 
itis by the foolifhnefs of preach- 
ing it has pleafed God to fave 
them that belicve. In proportion 
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then as we defire the falvation of 
finners,in proportion as we fhou'd 
long for the profperity of Zicn, is 
our obligation, as much as in us 
lies, to encourage the preaching 
of the wort, by contributing of 
our carnal things to them who 
are miniftering to us in dpiritual 
things. But did the Apoftle la. 
bour to make the gofpel of Chrilt 
without charge? fo ihould all the 
minifters of Jefus. Was he a 
debtor to Jew and Greek ? fo are 
we. Did he freely give what he 
freely received ? fo fhould we. 
But that it is not to be inferred 
from all this, that it is not the 
duty of the churches to relieve 
the neceflities of thofe who labour 
among them in the gofpel, we 
think the general tenor of apof- 
tolic teitumony will moft fully 
eftablith. 

The following extract from a 
work .publifhed by Sylvanus 
Haynes, paftor of a church in 
Middleton, Vermont, are fub- 
joined, in which this fubject is ves 
ry ingenioully difcuffed, and as 
being fuperior to any thing in 
point of fimplicity and force, that. 
we have feen written on the fub- 
ject, where fome of the moft 
weighty objections which are ot- 
fered by the covetous and difobe- 
dient, are fairly, and we think 
conclufively anfwered. In fupe 
port of the propofition, that 
‘“fomething is due from the pec- 
ple to the minifter,” Mr. Haynes 
fays, “Chrift, Matt. x. 10, when 
comparing his minifters to work- 
mien, fays, Tbe workman is worthy 
of bis meat. What is conferred 
ona miniiter is not reprefenied 
as alms, but it is called his meat, 
meat which he has earned, and 
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which cannot be righteoufly with- 
held from him. In Luke x. 7, 
the minifter is called a labourer, 
and is faidto be worthy of his 
hire. It is called Aixg, not alms. 
{n 1 Cor, ix. 7—14, the work of 
the mimiftry is compared to a 
warfare ; planting a vineyard ; 
feeding a flock ; ploughing, fow- 
ing, threfhing, &c. Now does a- 
ay juft man employ his neighbor 
so do thefe offices for him, with- 
out a reafonable compenfation ? 
The Apoftle then immediately 
referred to the cafe of the priefts 
sinder the law, who were confti- 
‘utionaily to be fupported by the 
Jews, with ail the firftlings of 
their cattle ; their firit fruits, &c. 
After referring to this known 
cultom, he fays, even so hath the 
Lord ordained, that they that preach 
the gospel, fhould live of the gospel. 
Does any thing in this book look 
like fupporting a minifterby alms? 
or is it reafonable that a man 
fhould devote himfelf to the fer- 
vice of others, till he reduces him- 
felf and family to beggary before 
he is entitled to any affiftance ? 
In this way, what encouragement 
have minifters and their families 
to exert themfelves for a living, 
when they know they mutt fink 
before they can have any help ? 
This fupport is called wages, 2 
Cor. xi. 8 Wages mean hire, or 
reward. Query,can we give the 
minifterial fupport better names 
‘shan the Holy Ghoft has given 

? But it is to be remembered 
that with the name an explicit 
meaning is given. God does 
not fay, hire, wages, &c. when he 
means alms, or free donation. 
Indeed neither the word alms nor 
any other of like import is ufed 
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in the New ‘Teltament wher 
{peaking of the fupport of a gof- 
pel minilter ; but every where 
the contrary. Again. The gof- 
pel minifter is called a labourer, 
and is fatd to be worthy of his 
reward, and if this is his reward, 
then it does not lie at the option 
of the people whether or not they 
will beftow it on him any more 
than if he had reaped their grain. 
And the withholding it in this 
cafe, is as criminal in the fight of 
God, as it would be if he had 
ploughed their, ground or lent 
them his money. But it is ob. 
jected, that Paul and others did 
at times preach without wages, 
and left their examples and ex- 
hortations that others fhould do 
likewife. 2 Cor. xi, 9, 4. Thefs, 
xi. 9. 2 Thefs. iii. 8, 9. A&s xx. 
34,35. Anfwer 1. The Apof- 
tles uniformly afferted their right 
to a maintenance for their minif- 
terial labours ; and they never 
contradicted themfelves. In 2 
Cor. xi. 7—15, Paul calls the giv- 
ing up this right ‘abufing him- 
felf,’ and fays, ‘he robbed other 
churches, and took wages of them 
to do it, fo that he took wages at 
the time referred to, though not 
from the Corinthians. ‘This was 
done in Corinth to cut off occa- 
fion from thofe who were falle 
Apoftles, and deceitful workers, 
who fought to undermine his in- 
fluence. But afterall, Paul con- 
fiders that in thus favouring them 
he had rendered them inferior to 
other churches ; and that, on the 
whole, he had wronged them 10 
fo doing, and afks their forgive- 
nefs 2 Cor. xii. 13. 2 But 
why does not the objector turn 
the objection the other way, and 
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fay, fome paid the Apoftles ‘hon- 
oura bly ; they were commended 
for fo doing ; and their examples, 
and many exhortations to this 
duty are left for us, that we 
fhould do likewife? But it is ob- 
iected that this reafoning will ren- 
der a miniter a mere hireling. 
But in an{wer to this it fhould be 
remembered that in John x. 12, 
13, that Chrilt detcribes a hire- 
ling as one that careth not for the 
fheep, and deferts them in_ the 
hour of danver. Hire is h's ob- 
ect and end ; and he cares itttle 
whether the fheep feed or ftarve, 
it he can get his wages, and fave 
his chara@er. But wo to th 
man who rufhes into the flock 
merely to obtain the wages of a 
thepherd ! Now does this fhock. 
mg character belong to a fervant 
of "God, who has laboured  faith- 
fu'ly in the goipel, and {pent his 
time and ftrength for the good of 
fouls, only becauie he withes to 
be rewarded for his labours, as all 
other men are for theirs ? Be. 
tween a faithtaul gofpel muniter 
who only See for an adequate 
reward, and the hireling detcri- 
bed by Chrift, thexe is as much 
difference as there js between a 
faint and a hypocrite. And to 
charge a minifter with being a 
hi cling for this, is both cruel aad 
unjuft ; and calculated to difcou- 
rage the bett and moftufeful men. 
bj. But Chrift fays to his A- 
poitles, Freely ye have received, 
freely give. That is, they have re- 
ceived their gifts and qualifica- 
tions freely from God, and of 
courte fhould preach without re- 
ward. Ans. The paflage refer- 
red to has no reference to preach- 
ing the gofpel. Our Lord fays, 
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heal the fick, cleanse the le "DOYS raise 
the dead, caft out devils ; H freely ye 
have received, freely give. Matt. x. 
8. Here the Apoi ies were for- 
bidden accepting any reward for 
any miracle they fhould perform ; 
and they never difobeyed ; for 
when Simon Magus offered them 
money for the piit of the Holy 
Ghoft, it was refufed. Acts viii. 
18S—20. But when Paul had 
{pent his time and ftrergth in the 
miniftry, he fays, I took wages. 
2 Cor. xi, 8. Obj. But if a man 
may take reward tor the ufe of a 

gitt which God freely gave him, 
han why might not the A’poltles 
take pay for wor king irene? 
Ans. ‘Chrift forbade it, and that 1s 
reafon enough. If they might 
have taken money for healing, 
they could have foon amaffed to 
themie:ves the wealth of king- 
doms ; for men would give any 
price to fave the lives of dying 
triends. 

But it may be objected further 
that many churches and {ocieties 
are poor, and the poor are to 
have the gofpel preached tothem. 
This objection is fometimes made 
when churches poflefs confidera- 
ble abitity, but when they are 
really poor, they fhould not be 
neglected ; minifters fhould Ja- 
bour among fuch, from princi- 
ples of love to God and regard to 
fouls, without the hope of any 
pecuniary reward in this world, 
this woald be Chrift like, and 
they fhall find their reward in the 
refurreétion of the juft. But if a 
minifter is not afiilted by the peo- 
ple, fhalt he ftop preaching ? No! 
For every one called of God may 
fay, woe is me if t preach not the 
gofpel! But here is a folemn, 
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trying cafe, over which many a 
minifter has groaned, wept and 
prayed. On the one hand, he 
beholds Zion in need of all his la- 
bours—fouls wanting infrudtion, 
and finners throngmg the down. 
ward way ; and his foul is ready 
t»> fay, “Lord, here am TI, fend 
me.” But perhaps the next 
thing he knows, his wife with 
pentive air, and mournful ac- 
cents, fays to him, What thall we 
do for fuch and fuch things ? Per- 
haps bread is wanted for the chil- 
dren, or clothing for winter ; he 
knows they need fuch things; he 
alfo knows there is no way to ob- 
tain them, but either difhoneitly 
to run in debt for them when he 
fees no way to pay tor them, or to 
go into the field or {hop to earn 
them. By this time his mind is 
calt upon the rack—he feels abfo- 
lute torture ; and thinks himfelf 
half diftrated. Then with a 
mournful finking heart, he retires 
co tell Jefus his troubles. He 
alls on his knees, and cries, Lord, 
what fhall I do? Thou haft im- 
prefled my mind with a woe, if I 
preach not the gofpel; thou hatft 
iet the cafe of perifhing finners 
before me, and made me willing 
to {pend and be fpent in thy fer- 
vice for their good ; but thou 
haft alfo told me that if any pro- 
vide not for their own, and efpe- 
cially for thofe of his own houfe, 
ne hath denied the faith and is 
worle than in infidel. O ! for 
light to difcern, and a heart to 
comply with duty ! Help, Lord, 
aelp, &c. Many fuch fcenes have 
many of the fervants of God in 
the miniftry been called to wade 
through. But they are the only 
men who know what theie things 
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mean, and what feelings they 
caufe. Ifthen we are fufficient. 
ly impreffed with the propriety 
and importance of providing in 
regular way for the relief of thofe 
who labour among us in the gol. 
pel of God, our inquiries are pa. 
turally directed to the way in 
which it may be accomplithed. 
In reference to this, therefore, 
dear brethren, fuffer us to fuggeti 
for your contideration and con. 
currence what has been the refult 
of our deliberations on this fub- 
ject. We have deemed the em- 
ployment of the civil law, either 
directly or indirectly, in the col. 
leGing of taxes, or contributions 
for the fupport of the minittry, 
altogether inadmitlible upon gof- 
pel principles, Subfcriptions, 
contributions and occafional free 
donations are always unequal ; 
and often mar the fellowthip of 
the churches, and beiides, in this 
way the covetous could never be 
deterred, nor the liberality of the 
faithful known and acknowledg- 
ed. 

It has appeared to us that all 
needful provifion may be made 
by an equality in every church, 
according to the a’siity of each 
individual member for the purpo- 
fes above alluded to ; and we 
trult that this fuvje& wiil be fo 
well underftood, that no indivi- 
dual member, who may indulge 
the hope of eternal life, and hap- 
pinef. beyond the grave, will be 
found unwilling, in common with 
his Chriitian brethren, thus to 
ferve God with his fubftance. It 
is therefore fuggefted that there be 
diftrié& conferences eftablithed, 1n 
which the preachers and deacons 
may have the advantage of mu- 
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tual confultation on this and other 
fubjects that may concern their 
profperity ; that they fee that no 
church is negle&ed in the dif- 
trit, but each be adminittered 
unto as wifdom may direct ; that 
the deacons, to whole office it 
paticularly belongs, know the 
wants of the preachers, and in the 
feveral churches to which they 
belongs. endeavour to obtain the 
concurrence of their brethren in 
making fuch provifion for the 
fapport of the miniltry among 
them as they may deem expe- 
dient ; and that the fame be dil- 
tributed in the moit jull and equi- 
table manner. We would by no 
me2ns advife, that in cate indivi. 
duals in churches think they can- 
not conicientioufly concede to 
this method, that they be 
fidered offenders, uniefs it be tn 
cafe of manifeit covetouine/s; but 
that, while we urge to duty, we 
exercife mutual forbearance one 
toward another 3 that we walk mn 
love, even as Chrift has loved us 
and given himself for us. May 
the Lord preferve us blameleis 
and harmleis the fons of God 
without rebuke; direé& our hearts 
into his love, and patient waiting 
for his Son from heaven, who 
fhall chanve our vile bodies that 
they may be fafhioned like unto 
his glorious body, and place us 
beyond the reach of forrow and 
fighing, of want or diftrefs. 
James SPENCER, 
Joun Rano. 
E 6. Roitins, 
Bradford, Vt. June 19, 1822. 


—Qot+o 


cone 


Commit- 
tee. 


TO be truiy honorable, is to 


Se humbly virtuous. 





Herald. 


of 


For the Chriftian Herald. 


Extra& of a letter from Elder Jobi 


L. Peavey, to the Editor, dated 

Dutchefs Co. N.Y. Sept. 26,1822. 

I would be glad to give you a 
particular detail of the travels and 
exercifes of our preaching bre- 
thren, fince I faw you: and the 
precious work of God, the out- 
pouring of his fpirit and intima- 
tions we feel of the rifing glory 
which feemingly is beginning to 
dawn, and which we believe will 
yet {fpread through this part of 
God’s heritage ; but as this is be- 
yond my abilities to do, a fhort 
tketch mut fuffice.—On Satur- 
day the 14:h in the morning, cur 
General meting commenced in 
C!/nion in a large barn by prayer 
and finging. Yo this building 
we were obliged to repair on ac- 
of the rain which canfed 
us fome iil-convenience. Elder 
Mark Fernald preached a dit. 
courte from Ads x 42, in which 
he clearly fhewed the nature of a 
command, given by our Lord 
Jefus Chrift to the Apoftles, and 
no lefs applicable to his fervants 
now, who are called to this work 
as was Aaron. The doctrine 
they were commanded to preach 
he noticed as in fix principles 
from Heb. vi. 1, 2,and then read 
the neceflity of going on to per- 
feG&ion. That we are not to reft 
contented becaufe we have once 
experienced the forgivenefs of our 
fins, but that we fhould continue 
iteadfait to the end. Elder Ab- 
ner Jones fpoke next from Luke 
xxiv. £7, in conneétion with the 
foregoing difcour:e in waich he 
noticed in a particular manner, 
repentance-and the forgivenefs of 
fins which was to be preached in 
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the name ot Jeijus amone all na- 
tions, and that the fame begun at 
Jerufalem, After an intermil- 
fion of one hour, reaflembled, 
and Elder Oliver True gave a 
difcourfe from Acts x--3t, 33. 
He plainly demonttrated the im- 
partiality of God, that he is no 
refpector of perfons ; 
God which is to hate evil and is 
the beginning of wifdom ; the 
work of righteoufnefs which is 
peace, and the effect 
quietnefs. and affurance forever, 
and that all fuch charaéers tn ev- 
ery nation are accepted of God. 
5 hrough thefe exerciles the faints 
were comforted and conurmed, 
and enabled to fay Lord ever 
ive us this bread, and numbers 
of the unconverted fentibly felt 
the force of thefe important truths 
and the awful importance of be- 
ing renewed by the Holy Ghoit. 
We then difperied in various di- 
— for entertainment among 

yur brethren and friends, and ste 
won a few meetings in the e- 
vening. 

On firft day morning at nine 
o’clock affembled in the grove, 
he weather was as pleatant as 
could be wifhed, and between 3 
and 4000 people from various di- 
rections to hear the word of lite. 
Arter prayer and finging Elder 
Jabez King preached a precious 
difeourfe fiom Aés xxiv—13 
14, 15, which was well vecoined 
and calculated to do good. EI- 
der Levi Hathaway next fpoke in 
an inftructive and = animating 
manner on election trom 1 Peter 
» 2, ars’ | believe to the fatisfac- 
tion of all préfent. In the fore- 
noon Elder Abner Jones {weetly 
touched the various founds and 
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different parts of the glorious 
fong, fo new, tung by the hundred 
and torty ‘and four thoufand, 
Rev. xivee3. This heart- reviving 
fermon was followed by ancther 
delivered by Elder Mark Fer. 
nald from 1 Peter v--10. In « 
wonderful manner he demonfra. 
ted the grace of God, and alto. 
gether by many called by various 
names, yet it was all the grace of 
God, and hence he is the God of 
all grace. ‘This led him to tpeak 
of the glorious, and fublime cha- 
racter of that God who is the 
fountain of infinite wifdom, pow- 
er, holinefs, goodnets, life and 
immortality ; and the manner of 
revealing himfelf to his creatures. 
In a powerful and impretiive 
manner he thewed that this God 
had called all, both faints and 
finners, to his eternal glory, and 
whether accepted or rejected, God 
had done all on his part for the 
good, falvation and eternal hap- 
pinels of afilice 
tions and fufferings of the chil- 
dren of God were noticed and 
they exhorted to endure them 
with pi aroma and to fuffer, not 
as evil doers but as chriftians, and 
after awhile fuch would be eltab- 
lithed, ftrengthened, and feitled 
in thee good work of God, andat 
leneth in the full enjoyment of 
happinefs in that world 
where forrowscanneverbe known. 
A folemn and awful warnmg was 
given to the unconverted, onli in 
a glorious manner our meeting 
came to a clofe.—While the 
hearts of the faints were filled 
with joy intermingled with forrow 
at the thought of leaving this 
apparently holy ground, wee 
with each other, and efpecially 
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with their preaching brethren, 
who were about to go their di- 
ferent ways to labour in the vine- 
yard; on the other hand many 
of the precious unconverted were 
powerlully awakened to fee their 
loft and undone conditicn, & tfeel- 
ine a hungering and thiriting tor 
the fulvation ot their fouls, at 
this momentof time, when a re. 
queit was mi. uleby Elders Thomp- 
jon and Hathaway, about twenty 
came near the Rand and gave the 
picachers their hand as a token of 
their need of falvation, detiring 
the prayers of God’s fervants and 
refolution to teek the Lord Jefus, 
Many others would have come 
torward but the multitude was fo 
thronged th. wt they fatied in the 
attempt. Thus ended a meeting 
long to be remembered. In the 
evening feveral meetings were 
held in different places, am! on 
the next morning moit of the 
prencnaes ftarted on their ways 
tor their feveral homes and pla. 
ces of dettination. About the 
middle of the week Elders Hath- 
away and Peavey came on to the 
fouth part of the county and at- 
tended feveral meetings. On 
saturday Elder E. H. Peavey and 
brother Holtlter alfo arrived. 
A goodly number of brethren 
and people aflembled at the Fith- 
kill Union Meeting Houfe in tke 
town of Beckman, where many 
jult remarks and valuable obfer- 
vations were made relative to 
the order of the houfe of God, 
and feveral warm, exhortations 
and fongs of praile fung We 
then heard the fweet ex pone of 
feveral young converts and at the 
clofe feveral came furward and 
gave each other their hand in 
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fellowfhip, and were acknow- 
ledged a branch of the church in 
Milan. ‘lhe next day nearly 
two thouland people aifembled at 
the meeting houte at an early 

hour. Elder E. H Peavey gave 

them a difcourie from Exod. ill, 
14, after which Elder Levi Hath- 
away preached another from Ifa. 
xxv--§. After an intermiffion we 
again affembled when Elder J. L. 
Peavey delivered another dif: 
courfe from Aé€s 5..31. The 
meeting then clofed with fongs of 
praile to God intermingled with 

tears and exhortations. Many 
could fay we never {aw it on this 
wife before. The faints were re. 

markably ted on the word of life 
aim. comforted while numbers 
feit the powertul hand cf convic- 
tion. I do believe that great 
good will refult from thefe two 
general meetings. Hundreds in 
thefe > rep1onus are anxious to hear 
a free gotpel Doors are opening 
in every quarter and the field 1s 
all ripe, white and ready to. har- 
velt. inthis an extenfive region 
is ttarvine tor the word of God. 
O that more labourers might be 
fent of God into the harve:t who 
will not count theirlives dear nnto 
them. Elder Peavey and fifter 
Roberts are about the only free 
preachers to my knowledge who 
labour in this extenfive region. 
Several meetings have been at- 
tended this week in different 
towns in all of which more or 
iefs are feen weeping for mercy. 
Yefterday aiternoon we attended 
a meeting about 3 miles from the 
meeting honfe. A very large 
body of people attended, after 
preaching feveral experiences 

were told to fatisfacion. We 
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then repuired to a beautiful pond grain, which he had raifed, with 
about thirty rods, where feven a great deal of labour, into his 


happy converts were baptized. 
Joy feemed to fill the hearts of 
the candidates and all the faints, 
and great fimplictty reigned 
through the aflembly. 
THEOPHILUS. 
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“ GOD MEANT IT UNTO GOOD.” 


(Tranflated fiom the German } 
In avillage in Germany, there 
lived a poor old farmer, who iup- 
orted himfelf, and gained futh- 
cient to build a {mali houfe and 
barn, and to purchafe fome catile, 
by his own honelty and induttry. 
But he hada bad neighbour who 
was envious againit him, and,not 
very well pleafed m feeing him 
wet along fo comfortably in the 
world, could not reit day nor 
night, for thinking how he fhould 
injure him.. In the mean while 
the poor man did all tu bis power 
to pleafe him—lent him corn for 
his bread, his farming utentfiis, 
and every thing which he atked ; 
and faid cften to him : “Good 
neighbour, I wifh you well. I do 
you no evil. Let us live in 
peace.” All this availed noth. 
ing ; but he continued trying to 
vex him—wouid not repay the 
corn he had borrowed and broke 
his tools, in the bargain. At laft 
the poor man would not lend 
him more, (and uone could blame 
him for it,) which made his 
neighbour ftill more malicious 
againft him. It he put up a 
fence, he would at night pull it 

down, and poifon his cattle. 
The worit comes yet. In har- 
veft the poor man gathered his 


barn and granaries, until they 
were fuil : the reft he mutt needs 
leave out-doors. Now what 
does that wretch do? He gets up 
in the night, and fets the grain 
on fire, which was left outfide ; 
from which the barn and houfe 
caught, together with the bad 
netohbour’s houle aad a'l its con. 
tents, and burned down tc afhes, 
fo thathe faved nothing 3 and af. 
terwuids was compelled to beg 
from heuie to houfe tor his bread, 
‘he poor man was very much 
diitheartened. It hurt htm mott 
to think that his neighbour had 
done ths, which he could not 
prove. He groaned and faid, 
“O thou good God ! it is hard to 
loig, in one night, my houfe and 
all, through the malevolence of 
one man; but thou gaveft them 
te me, and permitted that l 
fhould lofe them. 1 now give 
ail my things up to thee.” Then 
he began to clear away the rub- 
bith trom the old houte, and {fo- 
hicited the afhitance of his good 
netghbours to help him build a 
new one. He borroweda {mall 
fum of money to defray the ex- 
penfes, and gave for fecurity an 
acre cf land. One -evening, 
while he was retwining filently 
from the quarry. with a load of 
itone, his thoushts dwelt upon 
the inisfortunes which he had exe 
perienced ; but they overwhelme 
ed his mind; and in order to 
give vent to his feelings, he fung 
the following lines ; 
* O Grd ! Thou art as rich to day, 


as ever ! 


My truft I put in Thee.” 


Having his eyes fixed upon the 
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ground, as he walked by the fide 
of his cart, he faw fomething thi- 
ning ; and lifting it up, found it 
to be a very handfome, heavy 
box ; but he put it into his feed 
biz, without opening it ; faying to 
himfelf, “It muft be that gentle. 
man who pailed me by the quar- 
ry, has left this. I will fave is. 
Somebody will inquire for it.” 
This was the beginning of his 
good luck. He had not proceed. 
ed mcre thantwo hundred paces, 
with his box, before two men 
came riding up to him, asking 
him very rudely if he had found 
any thing, “OQ yes !” faid the 
honeft man, “one box in the way,” 
“Give it here,” faid the other, in 
amoment, “our matter loft it.” 
“No, no,’ faid the farmer; “I 
can’t do fo; Ll will give it to him 
myielf.”? "Then taking his horfe 
outfrom his cart, went with them 
tothe houfe where the gentleman 
had ftopped. This box contain. 
ed rings, pearls, watches, jewels, 
and many other precicus things, 
to the amount of 500,000 dolls. 
The honeit man, getting down 
from his horfe, went immediately 
m to the gentleman, and faid, 
“Here is the box jatt as I found 
it. | have not .ouched it. God 
forbid that I fhould keep any 
thiag that is not mine.” The 
gentleman’s wife taking, opened 
it, and found nothing lott. “Good 
fir!” faid the gentleman, “are 
you always as honeft ?? “Oh !” 
faid :zhe good man. “a few days 
ago, T was well off—had a good 


houfe, anda barn full of erain 5 
but my neighbour fet them on 
fire, and ! was burned entirely 
out ; aud sow am left a poor 
Man. 


But I give it all up to the 
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Lord—he doth all things well.” 
The gentleman, being awed by 
the narration of the poor man, 
looking upon his wife very earn- 
eftly, called his fervant to bring 
his pen and ink, from out of his 
waggon. ‘The fervant having 
done as he was commanded, the 
gentleman faid to the farmer—- 
“You are an honeit and unfortu- 
nate man ! I will give you 500 
dollars.for this act, and a letter to 
my coufia, in your town, who 
will liberate you from two years 
taxes. ‘The poor man was over- 
powered with thefe words, and 
unable to fpeak for fome time 
But faid, “O fir! that is too 
much ; that I cannot take. 
What fhould | do with all that 
money ? The people would think 
Thad ftolen it. O, good fir ! it 
you would give me enough to 
buy one cow only I fhatl be fat- 
ished.” ‘You fhall have one, 
and more too,” faid the gentle- 
man, “but this money vou 
muift take, that is yours” ‘The 
noor man ftood trembling, and 
faid, “O God! I give it all up 
to thee.” The lady then taking 
his feed bag. put the money 
therein; and giving it to the 
farmer, the gentlem in faid, “Go 
thou in the name of God! my 
fervants thall accompany you 
home ; and to-morrow you can 
build better.” The poor man 
then pa:ted from his benevolent 
benefactor, accompanied by the 
fervants, to return home. At 
night he retired to reft, but was 
unable to fleep, for thinking how 
wonderfully che Lord had helped 
him out of all his troubles. In 


about a quarter of 2 year, when 
his house and barn were comple- 
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ted, there came a waggon be fore 


bis s door, heavy loa dec l, and two 
fine cows behind it, The w Ags 
oner asked for the good man ; 
and when feeing him, 
“You thougt my matter had jor- 
gotten the cow which he promi- 
ted;hehas fent you 2, they could 
not come before, becaule your 
barn was not built. Ail in this 
wagon is yours alfo.” Flere was 
furniture, pork, hans, feed « 
& many otherthngs. Vhe good 
man was filer and knew 
not how to exprels his thankin'- 
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Ail this time, the bad nergh- 
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andt:ult to the mercy of his 
neighbours tor bread. One day 
he came to the door of hisn 
bour, who teeme him, was mov- 
ed with compatiion, and faid, *O 
God! is that you? Comein  [ 

wil forgive you every thing 
Sic down and eat.” ‘This kind 
resepiton bowed the heart of his 
once inveterate enemy fo much, 
that, falling down upon his knees, 
he confeffed all that he had done 
to injure him, implored his for- 
givenets, and promifed to do no 
more fuch crimes. “Wil! you 
not?” faid the farmer; “then [ 
wii keep youin my employ: I 
wantaman to help me.” His 
neighbour went in, ‘oa continued 
with him until he became an in- 
duitrous and ufeful man; which 
pleafed his + 
fay often to 
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end, and led him to. 
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“You thought evil 


arainft me: 
but Goa meant 


it unto good.” 


(Ch. Her.) 
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FXTRACT. 

It is common to exhort fick og. 
dy: % perfons to make their peace 
wil, Go d; and itis alike common 
Lo 1 eur perions talk of ma ng 
their peace wii , God. A fimilar 
exprefion oceurs in Lfatah xxvil. 
yy 
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mn take bold on my ftrength, 
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peace with God by “taking hod 
wn t4 } noth a? -we } T revving 
OM s1tS Trenge thy” Cr DY bevieving 
on the 1 am e ot his Son Jefus 
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Charit; who hath made peace by 
3 , . . 7 9 ‘ — "al ) » S 
tne “ary ‘of his Crows But all 
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thatts ufually underttood by ine 


contiderate perions, when they 
{peak of making their peace with 
God tn the proipects of the eters 
nal worid, amounts to no more 
than a notion of his character 
borrowed from their ideas of 

good natured man, who is not eatily 
provoked, but wil} overlo: k ma- 
ny things again{ft himfelf before 
he is rou: ed into a paflion; and 
if fo provoked is foon brought in- 
to temper again by an acknowl- 
edgment of the offence commit. 
ted againit him. But a good na- 
tured man ts often impofed upon. 
His dependants will fay, “If we 
act ever fo contrary to his mmd, 
yet, when we have gained our 
point, we fhall eafily ‘make it up 
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with him again; for we know 
him to be a good natured man.” 
The confciences of many will 
bear witnefs, that they confider 
God in this view, wher they talk 
fo freely of making their peace 
with God; and that they have 
no refpect to HIM, “whom God 
hath fet forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteousnefs for the re- 
miflion of fins that are paitt;” 
that he might be jult, and the 
jultifier of the perfons, who be- 
Seen on the name of Jefus— 


Hall’s Gofpel Worfbip 
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Extract of a letter from Elder Al- 
len Hantly, to the Editor, dated 
Reading, Stuben Co. N. Y. Sept. 
13, 1822. 

“FOR the information of 
friends and comfort of the faints, 
{cattered abroad, I fend thefe 
lines to be inferted in your Her- 
ald. About the middle of July 
lait, according to requeft, I came 
to this place, on my way from 
the weft to the fiate of Vermont. 
I found a few free brethren al- 
mott difcouraged on account of 
the little attention paid them 
by the preachers, and thofe from 
whom they chiefly diffented were 
triumphing over them. But the 
Lord who hears the prayers of 
the faithful had heard their cries 
and groans and was about to de- 
liver. I bevan te preaeh in my 
week way, the people flocked out 
to hear the ftranger. The word 


had its defired effect, it reached 
the hearts of the king’s enemies, 
aud they began to enquire ‘what 


mult we do.” Backfliders came 
forward and confefled their faults, 
and I humbly truf there is_a 
number that have found Jefus to 
the joy og their fouls. ‘Vhe work 
ig now going on, numbers are 
enquiring the way to Zion with 
their faces thitherward. I have 
baptized a number, and there are 
more waiting to go forward aé 
foon as my health will admit, 
which I think will be ina few 
days. It is my prayer with the 
brethren, that the Lord would 
fend fome faithful preacher this 
way. The harveftis truly great” 
but laborers are few. I expect 
to leave this place in a few days 
for the eatt.”’ 
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MAINE GENERAL MEETING AND 
CONFERENCE. 


AGREABLY to appeintment 
the Maine Conference affembled 
on Saturday, June the 15th, at 
10 o’clock, A. M. It was truly 
pleafing to fee the Elders and 
Brethren meet again in {weet 
heavenly union, for the purpofe 
of religious worfhip, and to con- 
fer on thofe things calculated for 
the advancement of the Redeem- 


er’s kingdom among us. Alarge * 


concourfe of people affembled, 

Elder Ebenezer Hamlin left the 
confererce and delivered a dil- 
courfe to them from Solomon 
Songs, 2d, $d, “As the apple 
tree among the trees of the wood, 
fo is my beloved among thc 
fons, I fat down under his fhad- 
ow with great delight, and his 
fruit was fweetto my tafte.” At 
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ter a fho:rt intermifion Elder 
John York delivered a dicourfe 
from Pralms 116, 13, 14, 15--a*I 
will take the cup of falvation and 
call upon the name of the Lord, 
I will pay my vows unto the 
Lord »ow in the pre suce of all 


his poopie, srecious mm. the fight 
of the for. is the death of ints 
jaints.” 

Lord’s day public worfhip 
eommenced «.t 10 o'clock, by 
finging and nrayer. a ‘iicourte 
was delivers | by Elder Jedediah 


B. Prefeott, from Efcbrews vi, 7, 
6, ‘Jor the earth which drinketh 
in the rain that cometh oft upon 
it and bringeth forth meet for 
them by whom it is drefied ree 
ceiveth bletling from God, but 
that which beareth thorns and 
briers is rejeted and is nigh un- 
to curfing, whofe end is to be 
burned.” The difcourfe was fo- 
temn and interefting, and the con- 
gregation attentive to hear. El- 
der John Paine delivered a dif- 
courie from Zechariah xiv, 9, 
“And the Lord fhall be King o.- 
ver all the earth, in that day fhall 
there be one Lord and his name 
one.” At 5 u’clock Elder Hen. 
ry Profit fpoke from Rev. xxi, 
14, ‘Blefled are they that do his 
commandments that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and 
may enier m through the gates 
into the city.” This was truly a 
ime vf refrething from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, twenty five 
ipoke in quick fucceflion, fome 
by exhortation and others by 
confefling their backfliding. The 
goipel at this time was not only 
11 word but power, and we hum- 
bly tru that fome good will re- 
fuit trom this meeting that will be 


remembe: ed when the Lord thal} 
make up his jewels. 

Extract trom the minucres of 
the conference held at Canaan 
the 15th and (7th of June, 1899, 
There wete pretent at the confe. 
rence Viders Ebenezer Hamlin, 
James Croiby. Theodore Hard. 
me, Jedi Jiah B Prefcott, Henry 
Fre? John Pane, Jofeph Mer. 
rel, John York, <\lberry Peaie, 
Wiliam Knowls, Thomas Lew. 
is, and E.benezer Lewis. 

Elder J. B. Prefcott was chof. 
en Chief Speaker, and 

Deacon Harvey  Sylvefter, 
Scribe. 

Agreed to receive the church 
in Portland agreable to their re. 
queit into fellowfhip, with this 
conference, it contains 120 mem. 
bers, Elder Samuel Rand, paf- 
tor. 

Agreed to receive the church 
in Pelarmo, agreeable to their 
requelt, into fellowfhip with the 
conference, and appointed Elders 
Crofby, Hamlin and Harding, by 
the requeft of the church in Pe- 
larmo, to attend to the ordina- 
tion of ‘sath’! Broaditreet. 

Agreed to receive Elders Peafe 
and Paine as members of this 
conference. 

Heard the reports and letters 
from feveral churches, many of 
them were truly refrefhing. 

Agreed that Elder H. Troft be 
appointed to vifit the churches 
belonging to the conference, and 
fet in order things that are want- 
ing among them, 

Agreed to withdraw fellowfhip 
from Elder John Robinfon, of 
Cornville. 

A greed that our next general 
meeting fhall be in Lygonia, the 
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&th Saturday in June next. A- 
creed to acyourn chis conference 
to be holde n at Knox the 28th 


of Se pt. ne xt. 
Hervey S¥LVESTER, Scribe. 
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From the Chriftian Obferver, 


Jc Wit L E ICHER. 

His couraze and ints epteity Were 
remil K ud: *y! eS. There 8S all alec. 
dote related by his biographers 
On this fubject, fo firiking, tbat 
J cinnot re{l, t t the tem 2s ION of 


prcicciing it to your readers. 
ifr. bictcher had a very profli- 
gate nephew, a mictuy man, 
who had been diimuiile : fren the 


Sardinian ervice tor bafe and un- 


gentiem: unly ssid %. tie had 
engaz: | in two or three duels, 
and diflipated fi retources in a 
career of vice aid extravagance. 
This desperate youth watced one 
day on his eldeit uncle, General 
de Go: ns, and prefenting a loaded 
piftol, threatened to fhoot him un- 
lef he would immediately ad 
vance him five hundred crowns, 
The General, though a brave 
man, wel knew whit a defpera- 
do he had to deal with and gave 
a diatt for the money, at the 
fame time expoftulating freely 
with him on his condu&. The 
young mad man rode off trium. 
phanily with his ill-gotten « abqui - 
lition, In the evening, palling 
the door of his younger uncie, 

Mr. Fietcher, he determined to 
call on him, and began with in- 
forming him whit General de 
Gons had done, and as a proof, 
exhibited the draft under de 


Gons’ own hand. Mr Fletcher 
took the draft from his nephew, 


Christian Herald. RF 


and looked at it with aflonifh- 
ment. Then after iome remarks, 
putting it into his pocket, faid “It 
ftrikes me young man, that you, 
mae pofiefled yourfelf of this 
note by tome indirect method 
an ; in honelty T cannot return it 
but with my brother's knowiec re 
and approbation.” ‘The nephe 
ew’s pittol was immediately at 
his breait. “My lite,” replied, 
\Ir. Fleteher with perfeé ca'm- 
nefs, “is fecure in the pretection 
of an Aimighty power ; nor wil 
he tuifer if to be the forfeit of n Ly 
‘ata vy and of your rafhnefs.” 
This firmnefs drew from the 
nephew the obfervatton, that his 
uncle De Gons, though an oJ 
foldier, was more afraid of death 
than his brother.—Afraid of 
death !” rejoined Mr. Fletcher ; 
“do you think T have been twei 
ty five years the Minifter of the 
Lord of Life, to be afraid of 
death now ? No, fir, it is for you 
to fear death You area came. 
iter anda pares yet yeu call 
yourfelt a gentieman ! You are 
the feducer of dete innocence, 
and ftill yon fay you are a gen- 
tleman! You area duellift, and 
f r this you ityle yourfelf a man 
of honcur ! Lock there fir; the 
broad eve of heaven is fixed upon 
us. Tremble in the prefence of 
your Maker, who can i amo- 
ment kill your body, and forever 
punifh your fowlin hell.” The 
unhappy man turned pale, and 
trembled alternately with fear 
and rage. He itil threatened 
his uncle with inftant death— 
Fletcher, though thus menaced, 
gave no alarm, foucht for no 
weapon, and attempted not te 
efcape. He cally coaverfed 
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with his profligate relation; and 
at length perceiving him to be 
affected, zddreffed him in lan- 
guage truly paternal, till he had 
fairly difarmed him. He would 
not return his brother’s draft, but 
engaged to procure for the young 
man fome immediate relief. He 
then prayed with him, and after 
fulfilling his promife of imme- 
diate afliftance, parted with him, 
with much good advice on the 
one fide, and many fair promifes 
on the other. 

The power of courage, foun- 
ded on piety and principle, to- 
gether with its influence in over- 
coming the wildeft and moft del- 
perate profligacy, were never 
more finely illuftrated. It de- 
ferves to be put in the hands of 
every felf-ftyled “man of hon- 
our,” to fhow him how far fupe- 
rior is the courage that dares to 
die, tho’ it dares not fin, to the 
boalted prowefs of a mere man 
of the world. How utterly cone 
temptible does the defperation of 
a duellift appear, when contrafted 
with the noble intrepidity of fuch 
a chiiftian foldier as the humble 
Vicar of Madeley ! 





From the Latter Day Luminaty. 
POWER OF PRAYER. 

A few years ago, a piors and 
eminent minilter of the Baptiit 
denomination was performing a 
preaching tour through the {tate 
ot Rhode Island. Calling at the 
houfe of a pious deacon, where 
he tarried a night, he was inform- 
ed that a young lady, on a vifit 
at thattime inthe fame family, 
was the dubject of ferious impref- 
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fions,and hada defire, on the 
following Lord’s day, to fubmit 
tobaptiim. The preacher ex. 
amined her, was fatisfied with 
her experience, and it was refolv. 
ed thaton the Sabbath the rite 
fhould be adminiftered. 

The father of the young lady, 
a farmer poflefling confiderable 
property, but an enemy to relig. 
ion, heard that fhe was about to 
be baptized. He came to the 
houfe, with arefolution to beat her 
and brought with him a weapon 
for the purpofe. ‘The females of 
the family diffuaded him from 
his unnatural and ungodly de. 
fign. He could however, bee 
come appeafed only by their fuf. 
fering him to take Catharine with 
him. 

At a meeting of the church, a 
fhort time afterwards, the vene. 
rable deacon arofe, and fpoke to 
this effact : “My brethren, when 
Peter was confined in prifon, 
‘prayer was made without cea. 
fing, of the church, unto God, 
for him ;’? and he was delivered. 
Now, my brethren, our filter 
Catherine is as really bound, a 
though fhe were in a prifon 
houfe ; I therefore recommend 
that a day may be fet apart, on 

which we may aflemble, and 
pour out our hearts unto God 
for her releafe.” 

The propofal was heartily ap- 
proved, and the day determined. 
When the brethren met, their 
hearts were unufually drawn out. 
It feemed as though the heavens 
were opened, and a direct acces 
obtained to the throne of mercy. 
The fervices ended, the brethren 
feparated for their refpective 
homes. But who was it opened 
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the door to welcome the deacons 
return ?..1t was Catharine her- 
{elf —Catharine !” exclaimed the 
aftonifhed deacon, “why how 
came you here ?”’—*I can fearce- 
ly tell you,” replied fhe; * but 
while you were at meeting this 
afternoon, my father, whofe heart 
had appeared to me hard and re- 
lentlefs, came up from the field 
and looking in at the door, faid, 
“Catharine, if you wifb to be baptt 


zed, you may go and be baptized.” 


“Prayer makes the darkelt cloud with- 
draw.” 


9D +o 
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“He that doeth thefe fayings of mine, 
LT will liken aim, Se. 


HOW many fuperficial pro- 
feffors are there who fay and do- 
not. Itis eafy to affent to the 
truth of any important doctrine, 
but in conforming to its precepts 
many are ready to fay, “Itisa 
hard faying.” The following ex- 
tract from the Philad. Reformer, 
I think, contains fubject for fome 
pungent reflections, when we 
confider that the deers of the 
word only, are to be blefled. 

SYLVANUS. 

“ T love to read the Scriptures, 
and have received comfort and 
inftruction from them; at fea- 
fons of deep diftrefs and depret- 
fion, paflages have opened on my 
mind, in a way that has afforded 
much relief, and fealed deep, 
and I truft lafting inftruction ; 
andIcan with fincerity recom- 
mend them to the careful atten- 
tion of my young friends, as well 
as others: but I mult confefs, I 
am much afraid they are but too 
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fuperficiaily read by many, and 
fome too, who profefs to hold 
them in very high eftimation. 
I have feen people very active 
in Bible Societies, and fo attached 
to the caufe, as to {pend much 
time and some money in diftribu- 
ting this beft of books, and hard- 
ly allow themfelves time to read 
any thing elfe ; and yet, after all 
this profefiion and earnelt zeal, 
they act in direct contrariety to 
its requirements. 
After reading the judgments 
pronounced upon the daughters 
of Zion for their haughtinefs, pride 
and gaudy attire, and hearing it 
expressly enjoined ; “Be not con. 
formed to this world—but be ye 
transformed, by the renewing of 
your mind ;” and alfo feeing it 
written : “Let not your adorning 
be that outward adorning of plai- 
ting the hair, and of wearing of 
gold, or of putting on of apparel ; 
but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet f{pirit, which is in 
the fight of God of great price.’ 
I fay, after reading thefe and o- 
ther fimilar paflages, they will 
lay down the book, and {pend 
hours, and perhaps days, in ma- 
king the moft foolifh and fantat- 
tic drefles ; and attend entertain- 
ments or parties, where there is 
the greatelt difplay of pride and 
grandeur, that is in the power of 
vanity to exhibit. What can be’ 
more inconfiftent than fuch con- 
du& ? Says the apoftle, God is 
not mocked : for whatfoever we 
fow, that fhall we alfo reap. If 
we fow to the flefh, we fhall of 
the flefh reap corruption : but if 
we fow to the fpirit, we fhall of 
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the fpirit reap lite everlalting. 
Surely fuch do not read the 
Scriptures underftandingly, with 
a fincere defire of taking up their 
crofs and following Him who 
ewas meck and lowly in heart ! 
And it is fuch, and fuch only; 
that will attain unto righteoul- 
nefs, and tind re to their fouls. 
Unie’s the heart be made better 
by readin. the Scriptures, our 
reading will be of litle avail. 
The Son of God came to fave his 
people from their fins, not in 
them. There is no toleration un- 
der his blefled government for 
pride and exaltation—for frivo- 
lity and idle pattime. How m:- 
ny profefling chriitianity are at 
great expence with their hot hou. 
jes, and their exotics; when ifa 
poor man fhould owe them, they 
would exad& the lut cent. And 
while they expend hundreds of 
dollars in {uch vain and ufelets 
projects, they will p’ead their 
poverty if called on to ‘end affia- 
ance to the needy and necefii- 
tous. Thefe things are not writ- 
ten inafpirit of afperity, but 
with a fincere defire that we may 
improve,—and act agreeably to 
the Ii. ght afforded us.” 


—<—_t+ oOo 


Miniflerial Plainnefs. 

I {peak to my congregation. 
T fhall not flatter you, my breth. 
ren, by telling you that I think 
you are all in the way to heaven. 
I do not think that half of you 
are in the way to it. Many il} 
come and hear f-rmons who hive 


niy a formol knowled, id of 
truth in the jaw, ‘koas others 
have only a torm of sodlinefs. 


SEEM Ss FS a ena ae 
Remewber, then, in proportion as 


had 
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your miniters are humble, and 
diligent, and faithful, your a 
will be the more dreadful if j 
perifh. As to myfelf, I oe 
done what [ could ; I have preach. 
ed to you the plain truths of the 
Gofpel ; and though I cannot fay 
fuch Seikit ng things, and fpeak ia 
the way fome others do, yet I 
have not fhuned to declare to you 
all the counfel of God. Remem. 
ber then, 1f we arenot a favour 
of life unto life, we fhall be a fa. 
vour of death unto death. Ifyou 
die in your fins, and hear at lait. 
thofe awful words, “ Depart 
from me, ye curfed, into everlaf. 
ing fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels.” I fhall fay, and 
tellify, before God, that it is not 
my faulc, for that I warned, and 
exhorted, and intreated, every 
one of you, as a father doth his 
children; the fault is entirely 
yourown, and your judgment 
will be juit. 

But Ll would rather fpeak to 
thofe of you who have obeyed 
the Gofpel. I would fpeak to 
you of the duties which you owe 
your munilters. I do not mean 
as to temporal things. —On fome 
occafions, it might he proper to 
dwell on the fupport which a 
people o their minitter. But 
I hive never fought much of 
thefe things. Nor would I dwell 
on the ki: idnels and civility 
which you would fhew us.—We 
thank you for this; but this 1s 
not enough ; we want far more 
thunthis. We «ant you to feel 
immenfe difterlty of the 
work in which we are cngaged, 
and to confider how much we 

ad, on your pa:t, meeknefs, 
pati ence, and foibearance, Do 
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not think we are angels, do not 
expect us to be f alttels. Do not 
fappote, if you fee faults in us, 
that our mini'try is to be blamed 
and neglected But bear withus, 

We want your pr ayers. “Vhoie 
who we mot ready to find fautt 
with their m’nifers, are generally 
the lat to pray for them. How 
can you expect them to come to 
you in the fulnefs of the blefling 
of the Gofpel of peace, if you do 
not labor contta itly in prayer for 
them ¢ 

We need your help with your 
children, neighbor Ss and the poor. 
You mutt do much 3; a miniiter 
cannot do every thing. Where 
much is to be done, if all is left 
to the minifter, much will be left 
undone. 

We want your example to con- 
firm what we preach that whilft 
we explain what Chrittiamiy 18, 
you may exhibit what it is, in 
your fpirit and condu&. Ye 
fhould be our epiftles, known and 
tead of all men. Sgorr. 


oD +oo— 
For the Chriftian Herala. 


* The na! ura! man underflandeth not 
the things of the fpiru” 
WHEN thofe who are taught 
in the ichoo! of Chrilt and have 
notlearnt the firit principles of 
his doctrine. undertake to teach 
others the way to heaven. they 
do not * proiit the people.’ They 
may aim moii poined'y at ie 
fruit of the tree, but the ax is not 
laid at the root. Their precept 
may be attended to, buc is the 
heart ‘made better.’ It is, no 
wonder many purfue this courfe, 
for the natural man under‘{tand- 
eth not the things of the {pirit 


H. spill. 
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becaufe they are a = dif- 
cerned ; nor are fuch any ba: 

able to difeetn correctly than the 
the blind and deat are of colour 
and jound, aad their judgment 
on thee the following will thow. 

‘“Uhere is a remarkable and cu. 
rious coincidence in the ideas sf 
two men,one blind, the other de: 
refpecting color and found. <= 
blind man, Saunderfon being afk- 
ed, “to what he could liken the 
color of fcarlet ;” rep!ied, “to the 
found of a trumpet.” Mozien, 
belonging to the Parifian inftitu- 
tion for the education of the deaf 
and dumb, being requefted to ex- 

plain his conceptions of the found 
of a trumpet, returned the follow. 
ing anfwer in writing —“I can 
explain my ideas of the found of 
a trumpet only by comparing it 
tothe florid and efulgent rays 
which irradiate and adorn the ho- 
rizon after the fetting fun.” 
Oo——- 

REVIVAL. 

IN £dgefield and St. Stevens 
Creek, Georgia, there is a power- 
ful revival. A letter in the 
Southern Intelligencer, ftates, 
that a Union prayer meeting was 

eld on the lait of June, which 
was attended by the evident out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
the congregation. T'w my five 
or thirty aro‘e, in the meeting, 
requefting an intercit in the 
prayers of the righteous. The 
people of God had been longing 
and looking for a revival of Teli - 
gion, and had enjoyed many fea- 
fons of peceliar tendernefs in pri- 
vate prayer and church confer- 
ence. ‘[‘wenty-hve have been 
baptized, and the work is fa.t in- 
crealing. 
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[By REQUEST. ] 


EXPERIENCE. 


[Campofed by Rhoda Runnels.J 


if was when I was al! alone, 

‘To Jefus I did make my moan ; 

I mourwed like one that was forgot, 
Although my foul was deariy bought. 


While I was in this mournful way, 
I {pent long hours te weep and pray ; 
But often thought it all in vain, 

For heaven i fhould ne’er obtain. 


One day I thought my judge was come, 
Iheard his awful thunder found, 

I thought my foul would then be flain, 
For I was not yet born again. 


1 often thought my death was near, 
Made every thing in gloom appear, 

My foul was troubled like the fea, 

But Jefus heard and pitied me 


For when I gave up all my heart, 

The Lord he then did take my part ; 

O ! then he cleans’d my foul from yuilt, 
And wath’d me in his blood he’d fpilt. 


I felt fach love flow in my fou}, 

The Lord he then did make me whole ; 
Then I could call each promife mine, 
My Saviour in my feul did thine. 


I thought { then could be baptis’d 
And in his giorious image rife, 

My happy foul would fear away, 
To fing God's praife in endlets day. 


O! when that happy time arriv’d, 
The feventh day of laft July, 


I left the world and all below, 
And after Jefus | dic go. 


I foltow’d him down in the deep, 

The place was folemn aud yet was fweet, 
1 thought on God who fene the dove, 
Upon my Saviour and my love. 


O! when fT came on fhore again, 
My foul was in a heavenly flame, 
Uf dying and redeeming love ; 

{long to join with thofe above. 


I often blefs the gofpel found, 

Which my poor foul at ig®gch has found ; 
For gofpel grace is all my theme, 

And life appears an idle dream. 


That prayer was never {pent in vain, 
Which came tome like drops of rain ; 
For all my fins [ truly felt, 

My fubborn heart it then did melt. 


Before I join’d this chriftian church 
I often had my feclings hurt ; 
But they to me appear’d fo near, 
T was determined not to fear. 


How many names to xu is given, 

Some cail us new iights lately rifen > 
But biefs’d be God | hope we’ll rife, 
To thout and praife him in the tkies. 


Our Saviour tells us not co fear 

For he was perfecuted here ; 

We foon thall mee: epon that fhore, 
Where finners they cin mock no more. 


But I do find the way is @raight, 

That leads unto our Saviour’s gate ; 
How many fnares befet the road, 
Which leads the chriftian home to God. 








APPOINTMENTS. 





NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


General Meeting. 


A. General Meeting a be 
holden in Tuftonboroug h, at the 
Town Houfe on Wednefday and 
Thurfday the 6th and 7th of No- 
vember next.—-Elder Fernald ex- 


pects to attend—and it is hoped 
as many more of the preachers as 
can, will alfo attend this meeting. 


at 








MAINE. 


THE Maine General Meet- 
ing, is appointed to be held in 
Fai irfax. on the 3d Saturday of 
June next. 





